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From: Young Ill, L Keanu

Sent: Friday, April 16, 2010 3:09 PM

To:

Cc:

Subject: Council Meeting Testimony

I amNoelle Sutherland(Mrs JamesM. Conti). I wasraisedin Waialuaand Haleiwaandamnow ahomeowner,
residentandvoterin Wahiawa.I amauniversityofHawaii graduateaswell.
All throughmy growing up andnow in my olderyears,I haveenjoyedtheRoyalHawaiianBandin concerts
andat specialevents.Oftenfor uscountryfolks, theRoyalHawaiianBandwastheonly tasteof live, especially
concert-typeorchestralmusicthatthekids mighthaveseenwell into theirteensbeforetheymight catcha “free”
or giftedHonoluluSymphonyconcert.It is imperativefor theeducationandenjoymentof ourcitizenrythat
someaspectorportionoftheRoyalHawaiianBand’srepertoireormusiciansexistin ourcommunityEVENIN
THESEHARD ECONOMIC TIMES.
I seefrom thescheduleoftheirperformances,thatmanyoftheirofferingsarefor thetouristsasin Ala Moana
or Waikiki. I would suggestthatmoreconcertsbe arrangedfor andkept for theoutlyingareasofOahuand
somefeweronesfor the city andtourists.I alsonoticedduring theconcertgivenfor theMayor’s Senior
RecognitionProgramattheHawaiiConventionCenterrecentlythatthebandwashugeandloud. Many
wonderfulprofessionalsfor surebutperhapswehavegottentoo grandiosein ourpresentationsby theband.
Mostof usarehappywith justthebandsound,brass,winds,andafew singersanddancersbut notso manyor
so muchsound.It hasgotten so manyfolks expecthugeamplification.Not necessary.
TheBandhasconsentedto cometo theWahiawaPineappleFestival,aneventheldfor 50 plus yearsin our
communityandthatfits into theband’sappearingat” Cultural CommunityEvents”directive.At onepoint
during thenegotiationsfor stagespace,therewasthesensethatif we did nothavean enormousstagefor the
bandthattheband“might notbeableto come”. I don’t wantto characterizethis exchangeasathreatbut if we
wereto complywe would havecomeoutsideofthe“hard economictimes” budgetwehadsetfor ourselvesin
order for theWahiawaHistorical Societyto producetheFestivalwhichhadfallen on hardtimesandwasin
dangerof beingputasidefor yetanotheryear.Again, perhapsthebandhasgottenso big that it feelsit canno
longerservetheentire islandasit oncedid.
To conclude,PleasesavetheRHB in somelesseror smallerandless-oftenseenandheardstatusbut still
protectedandrevereduntil suchtimeasit cancomeoutmoregraduallyinto full but notnecessarilyenormous
beauty.Aloha, andMahalofrom theCounty
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